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Abstract. The purpose of this article is to introduce the concept of
Rhetorical Contextualization, theorized by an American rhetorician,
Dr. Philip Wander, to English speech education at the college level in
Japan. First, I criticize the linear model of communication, which
dominants the current English speech education in Japan and the U.
S. The linear model focuses on what is present in the limited context
of actual interactions because it seeks accuracy and efficiency bf
communication. However, communication is also constructed by
what communicators may not perceive in the larger context of the
society. Second, I explain Rhetorical Contextualization and its
utility. The speaker, audience, and message cannot be separated from
the larger context and value judgments in communication. Rhetorical
Contextualization focuses on what is missing in communication,
called “rhetorical voids,” and reveals politics of communication.
Finally, I propose how to introduce Rhetorical Contextualization to

speech education and discuss its advantages to learners. Rhetorical



Contextualization enables learners to reconstruct their perspectives
of communication, identities and worldview, especially, in regards to
their perceptions of relationships between themselves and their soci-
eties. This allows learners to achieve flexibility in their communica-
tion and to avoid unwitting acceptance of communication that frames

them in certain positionality.
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